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	criteria
	not yet meeting expectations

1/2
	meeting expectations

3/4
	fully meeting expectations

5
	exceeding expectations

6

	Narrative structure: story elements, conflict and theme
x3
	-limited story elements 
-no underlying structure

or development  
no theme or controlling

idea
	includes most story elements

-easy-to-follow storyline with a simple conflict; does not build to a climax

-simple, superficial theme

or controlling idea
	-has all story elements; development inconsistent

-storyline has some originality or complexity

-theme or controlling idea is relevant to topic.
	-control and ease with story elements 

-efficiently developed around relatively mature conflict 

-some complexity in theme or controlling idea

	introduction and conclusion
	-topic  is missing or is unclear.

-conclusion is weak and  does not relate to the topic 
	-opening informs reader of the topic. does not hook reader’s interest.

-conclusion is unrealistic or anticlimactic.
	-reader’s interest is hooked.

-paragraph opens with an engaging, informative topic sentence. 

-conclusion resolves narrative in a logical predictable way
	-reader is immediately hooked and engaged.

-topic is engaging informative and creative.

-conclusion expertly ties details together and summarizes the topic

	organization and structure

x 2
	-few supporting details

-little to no organization of ideas in place

-ideas appear unrelated and disjointed

-no logical organization

-missing several of the 5 W’s + H
	-most details support the topic

-details are somewhat organized and some relationship between ideas is apparent

-details may not be in order

-most of the 5 W’s + H are answered 
	-details fully support the topic

-effective use of transitions to tie details together

-details are well-organized; relationships between ideas are clear

-details are placed in chronological order

- fully answers the 5 W’s + H


	-details fully support and enhance the topic.

-expert use of transitions

-details flow seamlessly together in a logical sequence (spatial, chronological).

-expertly answers the 5 W’s + H



	word choice
	-little to no use of descriptive language.

-adjectives and adverbs in place are vague, verbs are basic and nouns are unspecific.

-figurative language is not in place or is incorrectly used.
	-author makes some use of descriptive adjectives and adverbs, strong verbs, precise nouns and figurative language.

-descriptive language used could be more specific

-some attempt to use varied vocabulary
	-author effectively utilizes descriptive adjectives and adverb, strong verbs, precise nouns and figurative language to create a clear, exact image in the reader’s mind

-vocabulary is varied
	author expertly utilizes descriptive adjectives and adverbs, strong verbs, precise nouns and figurative language in order to create a clear, vivid image in the reader’s mind. 

-vocabulary is rich and sophisticated

	sensory details
	-sensory details present are lacking in detail

-author does not create a picture for the reader
	-sensory details are in place

-author does not emphasize the appropriate sense(s). -While senses are in utilized, details provided are unspecific. 
	-clear and thoughtful sensory details are in place.

-appropriate sense(s) are emphasized.

-the senses are effectively utilized to describe the topic

-clear image created in the mind of the reader
	details are engaging, creative and thoughtful showing a depth of perspective.

-author has expertly emphasized the appropriate sense(s) for their topic.

-a clear, vivid image is created in the mind of the reader.


