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Part One
The driving force behind trade and settlement in the Northwest was the fur trade. Two companies—the Hudson’s Bay Company and the North West Company—were major players in the fur trade. Use the chart below to compare their policies.

	
	HBC
	NWC

	Management Location
	Policy:

Effect of this policy:


	Policy:

Effect of this policy:



	Ownership of Company Shares
	Policy:

Effect of this policy:


	Policy:

Effect of this policy:



	Relationship with First Nations
	Policy:

Effect of this policy:


	Policy:

Effect of this policy:



	Alcohol
	Policy:

Effect of this policy:


	Policy:

Effect of this policy:
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	HBC
	NWC

	Barter & Trading
	Policy:

Effect of this policy:


	Policy:

Effect of this policy:



	Exploration
	Policy:

Effect of this policy:


	Policy:

Effect of this policy:



	Women
	Policy:

Effect of this policy:


	Policy:

Effect of this policy:



	Method of Transportation 
	Policy:

Effect of this policy:


	Policy:

Effect of this policy:
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Part Two
Depending on who you were, the policies of each company could be considered an advantage or a disadvantage. Choose one of the personalities below and write a letter to the head office of one of either the HBC or the NWC. State your opinion on at least three of their policies and let them know if you think these policies are beneficial or detrimental to you.

Choose from:

•
A male European fur trapper 

•
A female First Nations guide and translator

•
A male French merchant living in Montreal

•
A male British stakeholder
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